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HIST7ORY (198) By Mr 
Answers 


《55j61ve an account on the Russia Empire before the nine- 


a3. 


teenth century? 

With the onward march or democracy and 1iberty 1n 
westermm Europe during the ninetesnth Century ，the 只 iant 
nation .of Russia failedc to keep pace， 

Not in the path of 1iberal progress，but rather 
ln che focotsteps of Peter the Great and Katherine the 
Great ，did the Czars of the 19th century seek to foelLiaw， 
Their goal was not Popular sovereignty，but the terri- 


”torial expansion of a triumphant despotdism。 During the 


beginning ef the 19th Century，HKussia could not yet 


TSgth and 19th centuries，Russia waged ho fewer than 
thirty-three wars，most of them aggressive war8 of 
conaquegst. By Yhese,ceaseles5 efforts，the Hussian 
Empire had acquired fer herself an immense territory、 
Besides Russia proper，it included Finland，Latvia， 
也 sthonidia，Lithuania，most of Poland, and Stberia，。，Ana 
yet the ambition of the Czars was never satisfied. 

As to the intermal history of Russia，at the 
clalm to be a civilized country。Its people were back- 
ward.、 They were so Suppressed that 上 there was no 
Drganization to demand reform. Hence the French 
Revolution had 1it 弛 le infJluence upon +hemn。 They were 
Trued by a smail group of landownerse with the_ Czar at 
the head. This group was all-powergul anda held all the 
chief off:cees。The country itself was not developed， 
There wsre 8a3 yet very few industries and the Shief ; 
occupation of the pecple -was agriculture.，It was 8 
society of nobles an 中 Peasant3s with as yet no miadle 
cl1a5S , 

Durlng rzne_nlneteenth Cencury，Tnhe amnbltion or the 
-czara had.led them'to engage in a bundie of foreign- 
waTS However， on 《he other hands 1iberal ideas from ， 
the West., had also Paved the.way for. some. reformne whi 
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(a) 人 exander T 1 


At the begfiFhniaRE LT "hercentury 广 Cear -ALexanaer IT 
hagd showm some .3ympathy- with Iiberaltem。For exampl1e， 
he had Branted 8 coriatitutiecn. guUaranteeing to Russja 
Poland the 故 ght.of: having a parliament。He publishea 
Ba pardon of Political :prisonere，recalled exilies sand 
and carrjed out. some:refornms. Torture ip the Prisons 
was abolished. .Ha algc encouraged the nobles to free 
theiyr serfs and to Bive- or sell them 1and。 

Ali] his Plang were- upset by two factors。The first 
was that he himseaf-never imew his owm mind for ong. 

了 itL_ one time He waa. 1ibera1 ”~ minded，at another despo. 
bic- He was an ideaJ 计 St- Dr dreamer and many of hie Plans 
were rever Carried hrough。 The second factor was the 
nar with Napoleon..TIn :war=-tine，all a cpuntry'"s resour- 
ces go into the. war-effortt and other things are forgot- 
ten。 So it was with most of Alexanderta ideas. 

After 1807 ，Alexahnder was helped by Michael Spar> 
enski，who Grew up -plan of reforna .for the Czar， This 
plan was based on Lbhe: French Leciaration of Lhe Rights 
of Man. But the.scheme aroused the opposition of the 
nobles，and Sparenskd-was.dismissed and exiled in 1812. 
Yet he remairle as one of the Ruasia's gresatest adminis- 
trators.，、 For he was tbhe - Tarst Lo advocate the 
granting of a canetitiitton to Eussia，freedom to its 
Peasants，zand a genaral code of laws. 

Alexander .did'riot :Show himself great 8old1ler 
when，after he had refused: to ciose his harboura to 
British .shipe，Napoleoo .attacked himn，The Moscow 
Campajign waB 8a diaaBter 29 条 releon， not becaust 
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RS VonLg PIOVeG， TeVvoLUuuLOnary 1IQeas zEoula no 
be stifled- In fact， the more they weare persecucen 
the more radical and violent the advocates of pro~ 1 
Pre3s8 became, 
Sonme of the eqaucareqa peceple， esSpecialLLIy universtby 
&raduates5，thought that the only remedjy was Lo criticiLze 
alLl existjng instituuions and ideas，ijin order Lo 
Prepare the way for freedom。Science， reason，and 
individual Liberty were Lheir ideals，They denounceg， 
everything else: autocracy，religion，marriage 
Private Property。As one of them said，if such insti> 
tutions had any good in them，they would scarid 
crittcismy df not，it was right to smash them as 
rubbish。Person wh hela such views. were called 
"Nihilistsn，because npthing (the Lattn word for 
nothing is nihil) WaS Sacread to them。 The name cama' 
from aa novel，in which a NMNihdListn was defined as 
1a man who bowa to no authority.a The original 
Nihilists weye more theoretical than practical; oncnm 
did not attempt 8& violent revolutioni Lhey simply 
forned secret associations and endeavouned ko Spread 
their doctrines among the commnon people. 业 hey were 
inclined to be bookish and Philosophical 
Punishing the Nihilists，or imprison ing hemy ee 
sendjing them off to Siberia as convicts，or driving thca]y 
jinto exile，did 1ittle geod。 Other agitators Look 
their Places，and bechme sti11 more radical，One ory 
the en who was sent to Siberia as 8 convict was - 
Mikhail Bakunin，a Fuesian nobleman， After escaping 
from Siberiay he went to Switzerland and began Lo usol 
his pen to stir up the Russian people. The Czar，tne 
whole govermnment ，the church，tbhe 1andowners， 业 he 
Police，qmarriage，religion， hereditory property 
all must -be attacked and annihilated。 Assoctabions :of 
workjingmen and cf. peasants should Lake possaession of ， 
1LandG and other property，not hesitating to use VviolenQce) 
Thie' was Anarchtsm4、 During the 18604s and 187048 ， 
Bukunin'e anarchist doctrines gained headway 1n Russial 
As 七 ime went ony -amd Peacef ua reformns seemed morg 
-and more hoPeless，the idea cf ua8ing violence became， 
more and mbie popular,， Secret :conspiracilas. were 
5 to assassinate .Tiigh officials.. Bonba were 
insatead of books，by:the new generation 乌 【 
汪 notdonlat， These Terroriata believed that the 
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